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Cosmo Tires and D-Boss Old Garage Launch “Road to Dakar” Classic 
Series 2026–2028 

 
Cosmo Tires and D-Boss Old Garage Launch “Road to Dakar” Classic Series 
2026–2028. A multi-year endurance initiative culminating in the Dakar Rally, 
powered by Cosmo Tires’ legacy of innovation, patented design, and proven 
performance. 
 
Cosmo Tires, a global leader in performance-driven tire technology, today announced a 
strategic partnership with D-Boss Old Garage, a Canary Islands-based restoration and 
off-road build specialist, to launch the “Road to Dakar” Classic Series 2026–2028. 
 
This multi-year initiative will culminate in participation in the 2028 Dakar Rally in Saudi 
Arabia—widely regarded as one of the most demanding endurance competitions in the 
world. 
 
Engineering Performance — The Cosmo Standard 
 
At the core of this project is what Cosmo Tires does best: delivering performance where 
conditions are at their worst. 
 
With over 31 years in the market, Cosmo Tires has built a reputation for consistently 
over-delivering on value, quality, and durability, supported by multiple U.S. patents in 
functional design, traction innovation, and advanced compound technologies. 
 
From off-road environments to high-performance applications, Cosmo products are 
engineered not just to compete—but to perform under extreme, real-world conditions. 
The Dakar Rally represents the ultimate proving ground and a natural extension of 
Cosmo’s commitment to continuous innovation. 
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The Build — Heritage Meets Capability 
 
The project centers around a fully restored and competition-prepared 1997 Land Rover 
Defender 110 TDI, a platform globally recognized for its durability and off-road pedigree. 
The vehicle is being developed by D-Boss Old Garage, a specialized workshop based in 
the Canary Islands, Spain, known for its expertise in Land Rover Series and Defender 
restorations. 
 
Operating in a uniquely demanding environment defined by volcanic terrain, sand, and 
elevation, D-Boss has earned a strong reputation for building purpose-driven vehicles 
that balance heritage authenticity with real-world performance. Their craftsmanship and 
engineering approach make them a natural partner for a program that demands both 
precision and resilience. 
 
From the Canary Islands to Dakar 
 
Development and testing will take place throughout 2026 and 2027, beginning in the 
Canary Islands—where diverse terrain provides a rigorous validation environment for 
both vehicle and tire performance. 
 
The program has already completed its first major milestone with participation in the 
2026 Santana Trophy, a demanding 2,000-kilometer endurance and navigation rally 
spanning Spain and Morocco. Serving as an important preparation event 
for Dakar Classic competition, the rally provided the first real-world opportunity to 
evaluate the vehicle, team, and Cosmo Mud Kicker tires under extreme off-road 
conditions. Traversing sand, rock, gravel, and desert terrain, the Mud Kicker delivered 
exceptional traction, durability, and reliability throughout the event. In several stages, 
the team intentionally ventured beyond the official route to tackle larger dunes and more 
technical obstacles, further validating the tire's performance and reinforcing confidence 
as the Road to Dakar journey continues. 
 
The program will expand to key international events and endurance environments, 
including: 

• Santana Trophy (Africa & Europe) – Completed 
• Concentración Motor Show (Tenerife) 
• Hierros de Marzo (Las Palmas) 
• Rallye du Maroc (Morocco) 
 

The journey will culminate at the 2028 Dakar Rally in Saudi Arabia. 
 
Documenting the Journey — Global Access 
 
The full build—from initial teardown through restoration, testing, and competition—will 
be documented in the “Road to Dakar” video series, available on the Cosmo Tires 
YouTube channel. 
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Episodes will be produced in both English and Spanish, providing global audiences with a 
transparent, behind-the-scenes look at the project's evolution. 
 
Watch the video documentary series on Cosmo Tires YouTube: 
English YouTube Playlist: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmRxDEmkcZY&list=PL75-
5rCKcE4l9SKOIDFUNNSepAMI3STht&pp=0gcJCcwEOCosWNin 
 
Spanish YouTube Playlist: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HBwA8rCxxE&list=PL75-5rCKcE4kvOmg-
MdLe49eMhBwvvhY7 

 
A One-of-One Giveaway 
 
As part of the program, the same Land Rover Defender 110 competing in 
the Dakar Classic will be awarded through a global giveaway. Follow @cosmotires on 
Instagram for announcement of contest details. 
The official giveaway presentation is expected to take place at the SEMA Show 2028 at 
the Cosmo Tires booth. 
 
A Platform for Innovation and Endurance 
 
“This initiative represents the essence of Cosmo Tires,” said Tony Gonzalez, CEO of 
Cosmo Tires. “Our focus has always been on engineering products that deliver real 
performance under extreme conditions. Partnering with the D-Boss Old Garage team that 
shares that same commitment allows us to bring our philosophy to one of the most 
demanding events in motorsport. Following a successful debut at the Santana Trophy, 
we're excited to continue showcasing the Cosmo Mud Kicker and demonstrate the 
durability, traction, and performance required to compete in some of the world's most 
demanding endurance rallies.” 

About Cosmo Tires: 

Founded in 1995, Cosmo Tires is a premier lifestyle brand offering a comprehensive 
range of high-quality tires, including performance, passenger, off-road, light truck, van, 

trailer, and truck tires. Renowned for its superior quality and exceptional value, Cosmo 

Tires is dedicated to innovation, continually advancing tire design using premium 
materials and cutting-edge construction techniques. Our commitment extends beyond 

performance; all products are manufactured in eco-friendly facilities, reflecting our 

dedication to sustainability and environmental stewardship. 
For more information, visit CosmoTires.com 
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About D-Boss Old Garage: 

 
D-Boss Old Garage is a Canary Islands-based restoration workshop specializing in classic 

Land Rover Series and Defender vehicles. Known for its craftsmanship and functional 

build philosophy, the company focuses on creating vehicles engineered to perform in 

demanding off-road environments. 

For more information, visit the official Instagram account: 
https://www.instagram.com/dboss_oldgarage/ 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/dboss_oldgarage/
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